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SECTION 1 (SOVIET)

USSR. Showdown on Soviet, Agrogorod Plan indicatedt A book reviey
published in the October issue of Soviet Book reaffirmed the position -
taken by Pravda in March 1952 against the resettlement of the popula-
tion of merged collectives into centralized agrogorods -- new Magri-
cultural cities.” In thig connsction, the review recommended taking

"local conditiong" into consideration when implementing mergers,

A more significant article in Socialist A riculture, written by an
official of the Ministry of Agriculture, stressed the danger of carry-
ing the physical imolementation of the mercers bavond aconomically
feasible limits,

Comment: These articles bear out the suspiclon that the contro-
versial topic of agrogorods has been permitted to lie dormant in re-
cent montha. Economically speaking, it ig conservatively estimated
that the bullding of & new "agrogorod" would amount to three million
rubles, and thus on an all-Union scale the costs of such a progrem would
reach staggering proportions, v

German scientist reportsd heading advanced Soviet physics programs
A recent Spanish broadcast to Amsrica quoted a Stockholm dispatch to the

physics program. The article c¢laims that German and Scandinavian
scientists who have established contact with Hertz believe that Hertg
1s playing a "very important" role in Soviet atomic research, radar,
and supersonic aviation, Hertz is deseribed as belng 74 years old, in

Comment.: Hertz was formerly director of the Siemens and Halske
research laboratory and a member of'the.Kaiser Wilhelm Institute in

program,
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asks Czech Foreisn Ministrv to investigate
disappearance of American soldier: The US Embassy in Prague has re-

quested the Czech Foreign Ministry to investigate the possibility that
" & missing American soldier is in Czechoslovakia, The soldier, who is a

private assigned to a constabulary border pest, disappeared on 12 De-

cember. Tracks in the snow near his outpost indicated that he might

have been captured by the Czechs.

5.

+ Soviet Army women arrive in Poland:. The US Embassy in Warsaw )
~ reports that girls of 18 to 20 years of age in Soviet infantry uni- ‘
forms were seen in Legnica during the latter part of November.:I 25X1

Comments Legnica is the headquarters in Poland of the Soviet

Northern Group of Forces, This ls the first report of Soviet army

women arriving in Poland and there is no indication yet of the number
involved, g '

Soviet army women have also arrived
Zonse of Austria, and Hungary, No definite estimate can be made of the
number, although recent reports indicate that a total of from 7,500 to-

10,000 Soviet women, civilian and military, hava been brought into Bast
Germany since last July. )

in East Germany, the Soviet

The chief reason for the re
worlkdng at Soviet military insta
women appears to be a desire to

in Eastern Burope. There is no indication yet that the total replace-
ment of indigenous employees -in

Bastern Europe is contemplated by the
USSR,

IUGOSLAVIA. Cominform delegates on Danube Commission adopt construc-
tive attitude towards YTugoslav representationss Yugoslav press coverage
on the present session of the Danube Commission indicates a surprising
reversal in the Cominform attitude towards the Yugeslavs, By 15 De- -
cember, all but two of the twenty-three Yugoslav

been approved by the majority of the Commission,
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" observance of international treaty provisions.

Commentt The Soviet-dominated majority has exhibited an astonishing
though belated reversal of form during the present Damube session. As
late as 12 December the Yugoslavs, in reporting the present session,
stated that the Danube Commission "has demonstrated that undemocratic
methods continue to be applied and implemented by the Commission.”

The failure of the Cominform majority to ignore or quash Yugoslav
representations may be an effort to appear "sweet and reasonable! bew-
fore the eyes of the world, thus giving the lie to the widely pub-
licized Yugoslav charges of "unfriendly acts." - ,

Alr Force defectors report low Yugoslav army morale and general

] 25X1
Yugoslav pilots advanced the I0llowing GUeSTioN=

able but provocatiVe opinions: there is a general apathy and lack of
hope among the people; Titoism is worse than ordinary Communism; the
morale of the Yugoslav army is low, and the agsumption that it would
fight and acquit itself well in the event .of a showdown is questionable.
Nonetheless, the pilots stated that they thought 1t was "wise" for the

' West to support Tito and to use him for what he was worth, but that it

was imperative to remember that Tito is & Communist and would not hesi-
tate "to cut the throat of the West if it suited his needs,"

25X1

out ihat the real reason for their flight was obscure, He mentioned
the high pay of Yugoslav pilots and the fact that they carried their

-passports at all times and eonld have dafectad agsily without "flourish
and fanfare.® '

Comment: The accuracy of the pilots' observations is axtremely
dubious, The statements are at varlance with informed opinion regard-
Ing the army's willingness to fight and popular reaction to Titolsm,
Views of defectors, regardless of their political propensities, con-
cerning economic conditions and troop morale generally lack objectivi-
ty. :
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SECTION 2 (EASTERN)

and Hungnam on
iving gunfire at rénges from 8,000 to 13,000 yoards
which fell within 25 to 15

hip. The Us

'! "2+ KDREA, Communigts emElo% radar in coastal defense role: UN neval units
| operating off the North orean east coast between Wonsen
|
|
|

f Navy Far East andds that i 7
25X

- Comment: Utilization of ra
be expected materielly to incres
- hours of darkness and inel

il

I

| dar fire~control of shore batteries can
| 5e coantal defenss capabilities during

! emont weather. While indufficient information
' is provided in this report on the conditions under which this radar was
i used, it would normally be employed for bearing or range information.

|

|

I

|

I

|

|

l

3. JAPAN. Four Japaness invited to the Aprdil 1952 International Economie
Conference 1n Moscow: The Japanese press on 20 December revesled Ehe
names of four prominent Japanese economists who were invited by the Ussp
to attend the International Economic Conference in Moscow next April,

- Thege four are: .H.

. Ouchi,'president of Hogei Uhiversityé H. Inaba,
Director of the Nationael

FEconomics Resaarch‘Institute; Se Tsuru, a
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professor at Hitotsubashi University; and K. Homsghi, membar of +he
upper house of the Diet. |

. e mee -~ I T

Comient: Tsuru is considersd & confirmed foellow-traveler, while
both Quchi Bnd Hoashi are identified as Japan Communist Party members.
Ouchi is & former member of the Diet. Hoeshi, currently. representing
the Party in the House of Counci lors, has been active in verious front
groups and has long been an advocate of trade with Communist China.

. In the past, SCAP has not permitted Japanese tec attend overseas
Communist or Gommmist-front conferences. This partiaz lar invitation
may have been issued to exploit propsganda-wise any refusal to permit
these four Japanese to attend the conference.
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o SECTION 3 (WESTERN)

. 1. FRANCE. Russian trade demands greater than previously revealed by France:
[ The French Government wants to postpone the Coordinating Committee's
o consideration of French exports of "sensitive" items until current .

French~Soviet trade negotiations reach a more advanced stage.
. [

! The Russians have requasted'up to 15 cargo ships of 5000 tons dis-
| placement and capable of 13 knots speed. The French Foreign Office,

| which claims it will keep within "gentlemen's agreement" limits, plans
| . .
|
1

25X1  to offer no more than six. [

. Comment: The French Ambassador in Washington had indicated earlier
| that only four or five such vessels would be involved, without specifying
| .+ the number requested.

The French plan to trade the wheat offered by the Ruseians for Germa
| - coal, Inasmuch as the French recently disposed of the 8000-ton Wisconsin
| - to Poland in exchange for coal, they are likely to stretch a point to meet
the Russian demends for ships.

25X1

3. BELGIUM. Belgium reluctant to increase financial commitments for
defense: The US Embassy at Brussels comments that the seemingly

intransigeant Belgian attitude toward 1CC, the EDF, the EPU, and other
current European projects is the result of the country's concern aver
current and prospective calls on its resources. The Embassy adds

that "Belgium has been forced into" extreme reluctance toward

T0P SECRET
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; acceptance of new comnitments until the total picture of demands is
evident,

! , In general Belgian acceptance of the TCC recommendations would

‘ require a radical shift from a tradition and policy of economic :
1iberalism. 4s an example of Belgian fears of increased drains on its
finances, Belgium suspects that the European Defense Forces, if the
common budget proposal is adopted, will be an organization for which
disproportionate Belgisn financial contributions would be asked.

25%1 [

| .
’ Comment: The TGC paper on Belgium's defense effort, which recom- .
| mended a LO-percent increass, has been termed by the Belgian Foreign
’ Minister as "lacking in appreciation of the Belgian effort." From
a military point of view, the Bslgians have, in proportion to the
! populations of Western burope countries, made the largest contribution
| in terms of trained troops in the field. Belgium has consistently
| resented American criticism that its .aid te Western Europe is :
, inadequate, and has maintained that manufacturing specifications as
! well as a financing plan must be assured before Belgium's production
capabilities can be fully utilized for rearmament,, '

he ITALY. Neo-fascists .seek to hold national congress in Irieste: The
nglo-American military authorities in Zone A of the Free Territory
of Trieste and the Zone President agree it would be inadvisable to .

| permit the neo-fascist Italian Social Movement (MSI) to hold a

national congress in the area, as it reportedly is seeking to do,

They do not consider it desirable at this time to refuse permlasion.

to the Trieste MSI for a local tongress since the party has not been _

outlawed, but are prepared to prevent guch.a meeting from beine
25X1  transformed into a national congress, ﬁ

Comment: The MSI, which has been prevented from holding a
national congress in Ttaly by a ban imposed by the Italian authorities
in October 1950, has declared it would nevertheless seek to hold one
somewhere, if necessary on shipboard. "It is still a relatively
minor party, but there are indications that it may be able to
influence currents in other parties, such as the majority Christim
Democrats, and to coalesce with these groups to attain power. In
an effort to curb. the MSI's increasing appeal, the Italian Government
is -now pushing new legislation to enforce g provision of the consti-

tution prohibiting the reorganization  of the former Fascist Party in
any form. '
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5. DENMARK. Denmark insists on selling tanker to Poland: Denmark has
formally r

equested the United States to approve its sale
- Poland in return for vitally needed coal.
, effects the lack of coal would have on the
: effort, the Foreign Minister stated that hi
25X1 very serious view of US disapproval," L

of a tanker to
Emphasizing the adverse
Danish economy and defense

he Coordinating Committee’s 1ist
88y in Copenhagen has stated
is greatly increased US aid

|

i . .

v Comment : Although tankers are on t
| R L 13

| of prohibited exports, the American Emba
i that the only alternative to this trade
' in dollars and shipping. :

If Denmark should despite US opposition bring this case before the

Committee, the other European members would probably side with the Danes.

6. TUNISIA. Nationalists call three-da

rotest strike: In protest against
the French Government' =

8 rejection of Tunisian demands for a greater
share in government, the Tunisian nationalists have called a general

|

|

|

|

]

I

I -

| strike for 21 through 23 December. The Tunisian Communist Perty and
| Communistécontrolled labor union have announced their support.
I

|

- Meanwhile, the‘nationalist leaders have convoked a national confer—
ence to redefine theip policy... Their public

1y expressed reaction is
" noteworthy for its moderation and lack of vitriolic denunciation of the
—=viabton and lack of vi
French Government,

J

25X1

Comment: The success of the nation
29 November encouraged the party leaders

The Communists? support is the Communist Pa
some of its influence previously lost to the
recently ignored all Communist overtures,

rty's attempt to regain
nationalists, who have

25X1
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SECTION 1 (SOVIET)

French Forelgn Office has
¥ advised the United States that it will deny landing rights

« The Dutch and Belgian governments,
however, argue that denial of landing rights ig Aifficult becauge of
existing treaty obligationg with Czechoslovakia, although they seenm
ey employ delaying tacties,

'Cémment: The United States desires to

SECTION 3 (WESTERN)

FRANCE. French oppesed to limited British participation in European
integration schamess Commenting on ChurehIIT's Tecent statement that
EFiEgiﬁ wished %6 Be associated with both the Schuman and the Pleven Plang,
a French Foreign Ministry spokesman sald that it wag

preferable not to
attempt to work out in detail th

e form of British association because the
Benelux countries might seek a gimilar relationship,in preference to full

participation, The French spokesman suggested, however, that it would be
'helpful if, during Churchill's

Washington visit, the United States Govern—
ent urged that British relatio

ns with the two European inteeration schemes
be formal and as close ag possible.‘ i '

France would probably welcome 1imiteg Brit
“intermediate stage, if not made public before

ish participation ag an
ratified the present Plang,

the Continental nationg had
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AUSTRIA. Western High Commissioners submit agreed recommendations on

ealy strategy: e Western High CommIssIoners enna have completed

et

their discussions with the Austrian Government and with the US Austrian

Treaty Deputy, and have submitted the following recommendations to their

Tespective govermments: (1) the treaty discussions should resume on 21
January; (2% if there seems to be hope for gsuch a course, the West should
be prepared to a2ccept the Russian text of the unagreed articles in order to
achleve an agreement; (3) if, however, the Russians once again raise
extraneous objections, the conference should be adjourned rending Western
consultations among themselves ang with the Austrian Government; () rather
than acquiesce in a stalemate, and, rather than submit the Austrian question

Comment: In previous high-level discussions, the three Wes tern
governments had been unable to resolve differences of opinion over the

“‘UNITED KINGDON,  British to suggest a polntment of new Feyptian government:
British Xmbessador Stevenson In Caire %as been instructed to suggest %o

King Farouk that he appoint a new government that will at least dizcuss

the Middle Fast Command proposals. Stevenson is to agree that some with-
drawal of British troops would start thirty days after the advent of a new
government and the stabilization of the situation.. Foreign Office officials,

stating that they had 1ittle hope for the success of this move, have

emphasized again Foreign Secretar Edents f o on to making any new
broposals on the Sudan. |
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